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ABSTRACT: The study tried to examine new forms of interdisciplinary initiatives towards unraveling and 
unknotting the complex knot of multihued tapestry of politics, culture, identity and protests. It also focused 
on the identity of Gorkhas and the protest movement of recent years by ethnic minorities, women etc. The 
study attempts to revisit the role of women in political activities from the era of Subash Ghising to till date. It 
examines the transformation within the women and changes brought in by political consciousness of women 
and their more understanding of so called identity and development. As men and women share the nation, 
the pain of loss in a movement but a woman in her oppressive world remains ensconced as the freedom of 
the nation is more important. If then there is a scope, the nation might take notice of her cries for the 
freedom. However, the movement whether it is a national or regional one it involves a group of people 
where both men and women participate with the same ethnic feelings of loyalty. 
Keywords: Political Role of Women, Darjeeling 
Introduction 
A nation or a state when found to be abstract and 
even hostile, ethnicity is the only straw that people 
can hold on to with confidence. However, the case 
is being such that ethnicity is there wherever 
human beings are there. In India and elsewhere the 
most ethnic movement have given birth to 
controversies over the history of the regions where 
such movements have occurred and of the ethnic 
groups which participated in them. These groups 
have their own version of the history of the region 
and the peoples. Hence, their demands are justified 
on the same ground. The ethnic groups condemned 
the same demands of holding authority over the 
State or groups and having some kind of alliance 
with such groups. Thus, the ethnicity in India is 
based on the perceived need to overcome poverty 
rather than the prospects for advancement. 
Development of Ethnic Awareness in Darjeeling 
Hills 
In India the most peripheral and backward areas 
where there is regionally and sectorally imbalanced 
planning have resulted in significant redistribution 
of population. With the spread of education and 
industrialization the intra and international 
migrations go hand in hand. This is due to the fact 
that there is a limited distribution of skills in the 
less developed areas. This resulted in few decades 
an emergence of new ethnic stratification where the 
‘local’ people are often found at the bottom of the 
occupational hierarchy. In some scarcely populated 
places where there is a required of more labor force 
than what could be availed locally the outsiders 
occupy the job. Thus, this threatens the 
demographic balance of the region in favor of these 
people and also impinges upon the traditional, 
cultural and ecological systems of a region.  
Evolution of Gorkha Identity 
In India the Gorkhas’ evolution of identity is an 
interesting one as few people have ever heard. The 
non- Gorkha family members have not heard or 
read in full about these Gorkha people. In India the 
Gorkha identity was born in the battle fields- in the 
military history of Gorkhas. It was the British who 
had the first opportunity of appreciating the martial 
qualities of the Gorkhas in the war that broke out in 
1814 between East India Company and Nepal.  
The Indian attitude towards the Gorkhas had been 
negative which developed over a long period of 
time. Both ideologically, religiously and even 
survivalistically on the part of the Indian interest 
made the position of the Gorkhas more insecure. It 
is mentioned that the national uprising of 1857 had 
received a serious setback due to Gorkhas in 
particular. But one should note that if this uprising 
had been successful than the map of India would be 
different. In the sense it would be much smaller 
than what it is now. The Indian nationalist have 
forgotten that there were many pro-up rise Gorkhas 
in 1857 and many of them sacrificed their lives 
fighting against the British.  For instance, “Azad 
Gorkha”was a strong section of “Azad Hind Fauz” 
led by Subhas Chandra Bose. The Azad Gorkha 
soldiers who were later rewarded with various 
medals, among others, were the following: 
1.Satrunash Medal :  Krishna Bahadur  
Sunuwar and                                                 
Purna Bahadur Rai 
2.Bir-e-Hind Medal  :  Capt. Surja Bahadur and 
                                           Capt. Dilman Rai. 
3.Sardar-e-Hind Medal :  Capt. Man Bahadur,  
                                           Capt. Dilman Rai,  
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Major Purnasingh 
Khawas, Capt. Dal 
Bahadur Thapa, and  
Captain Dil Bahadur 
Rai.  (Subba 1992:59)     
However, many Indians were not known about 
these facts. Only the few Nepalese knew these 
facts. Hence, unfortunately the Indian History 
projected only the darker side of the Gorkhas and 
Indians seldom questioned their history. 
More fuel was added to the fire of the Indian 
sentiments against the Gorkhas when the British 
deployed 25 Gorkha soldiers to gun down hundreds 
of unarmed freedom fighters at Jalianwalabagh in 
Amritsar in 1919 ( Forbes 1984:119) 
(Subba 1992:59). Beside this, they were also used 
against the Quit India Movement of 1942 and many 
such attempts to free India from the clutches of the 
British imperialists. 
Thus, all this created a country- wide contempt for 
the Gorkhas.  Nepal and United Kingdom realizing 
this made India agree, in the Tripartite Convention 
held on 9
th
 November, 1947 that she should not 
deploy the Gorkha against Nepal, against the Hindu 
States, against the Gorkha themselves, against 
popular movements and against unarmed mobs 
(Forbes 84: 125). But the insecurity feelings felt by 
the Gorkhas remained deeply in their mind and was 
left unappreciated by the Indians.  
Gradually the identity issue which was shaping up as a 
strong binding force has been de-centred now. Thus, 
the ethnic identity has transformed itself into a 
political identity. Therefore, in Darjeeling the ethnic 
movements have an over eighty years old history. The 
people here have always been experimenting with 
different demands and strategies. The most notable of 
their long history is that they were absolutely non-
violent until mid 1986. This violence was probably 
unavoidable when the state refused to understand the 
language of memoranda, plays, poetry and songs. The 
same case is with Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland and Manipur. The various ethnic movements 
turned violent only when these people were pushed to 
the wall.  Such movement would occur theoretically 
again and again even if the state understood the 
language of memoranda, plays etc. Such struggle is an 
ongoing process which is basically between the 
privileged and the underprivileged. In recent years 
what nasty about this struggle is that both the 
contending groups have begun to take resort to 
violence.  
In the hills of Darjeeling the Gorkhas who have 
preponderated right from the middle of the nineteenth 
century have exhibited enormous patience and 
endurance. Even the GNLF since its inception was 
clearly non-violent for about six years. Besides, they 
have also shown as much flexibility as one could 
expect.  
The Gorkha National Liberation Front was formed on 
24
th
 July, 1980 following the decline of the Prantiya 
Sangstha. In early July 1980 Subash Ghising went for 
a trip to the Nepali inhabited areas of Assam and 
Mizoram for the subscription collection. There he had 
an occasion to interact with some Mizo undergrounds 
whose activities impressed him. Thus, he felt that a 
party with more radical aims and posture could create 
a better impact than a political party with a common 
place name and program.  As such on 24
th
 July, 1980 
he announced the formation of the Gorkha National 
Liberation Front, claiming that each word of the name 
of the party was carefully chosen. Apart from making 
the name sound like MNF (Mizo National Front), 
JKLF (Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front) etc which 
are associated with militancy, the GNLF as a party 
stood out with the difference for its name alone. 
Since, the ethnic demands got priority, but there were 
economic demands too in the form of economic 
regeneration of the Darjeeling hills, distribution of 
land among the landless, plantation of trees on the hills 
which have been denuded of forest and expansion of 
gardens and even beautification of hill region to 
encourage tourism and restore ecological balance. In 
the hills the main theme of political movements for 
about four decades was separatism but it never 
assumed the proportion as it did in 1980’s. The credit 
of Subash Ghising lies in projecting the demands in 
the context of the citizenship and identity issues in 
such a manner that it could play upon the fear of 
uncertainty in the minds of the migrants Nepalis. 
There were other party like AIGL and Prant Parishad 
who demanded statehood on ethnic homogeneity but 
could not whip emotion as the GNLF could do. AIGL 
declined partly due to emergence of Prant Parishad and 
the latter waned quickly due to leadership crisis.    
But the three basic weaknesses of the hill people that 
partly contributed to their failure for such a long time.  
First, in the hills the leadership was predominantly in 
the hands of the Nepalis. This created apprehensions in 
the minds of Lepcha and Bhutia leaders. Thus, who 
could never join hands with the Nepali leaders’ whole 
heartedly. Second, always the Nepali leadership was a 
multiple one which could not be helped due to the 
heterogeneity- cultural, racial and even ideological of 
their society. Primarily the arisen of splinters groups or 
factions was because these multiple leadership could 
not take full cognizance of their own heterogeneity and 
had a negative solidarity. Third, in the hills the 
traditional leadership was never allowed to build up. 
No one, not even within a single political party desired 
ever to start his mission from the point where his 
predecessors had left.  
Hence, each leader started from the scraps and finally 
buried oneself in the scraps. 
Nature of the Involvement of women in Hill Politics  
In the contemporary social movements in India the 
involvement of women has been a spectacular sight. 
The present study seeks to analyze the nature of 
women’s engagement in the current phase of the 
Gorkhaland movement. While there were few 
prominent women leaders in the past Gorkhaland 
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Movement, their role and participation in the 
movement were not influential or rather went 
unnoticed.  
 According to many thinkers in the second phase the 
role of women in the Gorkhaland Movement has been 
significant in their involvement, sense of strength and 
the role performed by them. The Nari Morcha has 
provided assistance to its parent body by formulating 
series of actions. The main program of Nari Morcha 
includes organizing dharnas, bhook hartal, gherao, 
rally and picketing and even sending women’s 
delegation to Delhi as a part of the Parent’s 
Organization. Even apart from Political activities the 
women are equally involved in social work as well. 
Recently, the women’s participation in the hill politics 
has been very much impressive and their role in the 
GJNMMM cannot be easily underestimated. 
There are many factors which led to the increase of 
women’s participation and women’s strength in course 
of the movement. These can be summarized as 
follows:- (i) Anger against Subash Ghising’s autocratic 
rule; (ii) democratic and non-violent nature of the 
movement; (iii) GJMM and leadership of Bimal 
Gurung; (iv) women rationally and technically 
equipped; (v) emotionally involved; (vi) waiting for 
opportunity to express themselves (Nepal-Chakraborty 
2012: 238) 
Anger against the autocratic rule of Subash 
Ghising  
The history of Gorkhaland Movement in the post 2007 
period witnessed the rise of women power in 
Darjeeling hills, Kalimpong, Kurseong including Terai 
Dooars and some parts of Siliguri plains. The birth of 
new political party in the hills gave opportunity to 
women to crave a space for themselves in the political 
arena that so long were dominated by men. In this 
second phase of Gorkhaland Movement the 
involvement of women, their sense of strength and 
their role of performance have been a very significant 
one. The formation of the women’s wing within the 
parent body that came to be known as Gorkha Jana 
Mukti Nari Morcha reveals the sudden storm of 
women power which is a result of anguish against 
Subash Ghising and its tyrannical rule. On the process 
the GNLF under the leadership of Ghising led the 
movement which disrupted the district with massive 
violence between 1986 and1988. The movement was 
severely repressed by the West Bengal Government. 
After the violent agitation for two years and the loss of 
at least 1200 lives, the West Bengal Government and 
the Centre Government agreed on granting a semi- 
autonomous administrative body to Darjeeling hills. 
Notably, Ghising agreed to drop the Gorkhaland 
demand evidently under the pressure, while signing the 
1988 DGHC agreement with the centre and the state 
government.  
However, under the leadership of Ghising in 1980s 
thousands of women lost their husband, father, son, 
brother in the bloody agitation. Not only this, the 
women were also targeted by the atrocities of CRPF 
and also became the victims of opponents. But their 
sacrifices and torment has not been properly evaluated 
and even respected. Though, under pressure Ghising 
agreed to drop the Gorkhaland demand evidently while 
signing the 1988 DGHC agreement with the centre and 
the state government. He forgot rather all the sacrifices 
made by his hill people. His autocratic rule angered the 
common people and the women could not remain 
isolated from such a movement. 
 Democratic and non-violent nature of movement: 
The ideological path manifesting to the Gandhian 
principle of ahimsa and non-violence that the newly 
formed GJMM party followed was seemingly the only 
reason for women to get engage themselves in the 
movement. The women were attracted by the peaceful 
method of agitation rather the violent movement. In 
compared to the movement of the 80s the present 
movement witnessed the greater participation of 
women. It is also viewed this time that women are 
treated less harshly by the opponents than their male 
counterparts. So they are encouraged to make a 
contribution to the movement.  
GJMM and the leadership of Bimal Gurung: 
President Bimal Gurung along with the formation of 
the new party GJMM announced the formation of the 
women’s wing within the parent body that came to be 
known as Gorkha Jana Mukti Nari Morcha. However, 
the formation of the women’s wing was actually the 
initiative of the male leaders of the movement. The 
Gorkha Jana Mukti Nari Morcha since its inceptions 
has attracted number of women till date. After its 
formation of six years almost each household of 
Darjeeling hills has at least one woman as a member of 
Nari Morcha. It does not mean everyone holds the 
official position but there are permanent and non 
permanent members, who actively participate in the 
movement. The renewed wave of Gorkhaland 
movements saw the overwhelming participation of 
women on the political landscape of Darjeeling 
district. Bimal Gurung portrayed the struggle for 
statehood a moral battle in which the moral and 
spiritual strength of Indian women was supreme.  He 
casted the spiritual and mythological roles for women 
like Durga and Kali. Along with it he also projected 
the historic legends of Rani of Jhansi, Savitri and 
Indrani Thapa, the martyrs who were the soldiers of 
Azad Hind Fauz led by Subash Chandra Bose. Hence, 
the Nari Morcha effectively initiates all the 
programmes of GJMM. The women of GJNMM are 
involved frequently in various strategies of the party. 
The women turn out to be the constructive means to 
achieve the end of movement. The active participation 
of women has not only influenced the ground level 
demonstrations  but also been able to influence the 
decision making processes of the movement to some 
extent, in turn affecting the decision making process in 
general. 
Women rationally and technically equipped: 
With the changing approach of women and 
technology, there has been a change in the nature of 
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women’s participation in the long run movement for a 
separate state. During the Gorkhaland Movement in 
the eighties the women participated in the movement 
but they were less in numbers. Besides, they were not 
much aware of the necessity of statehood and 
unfortunately the movement also grew very violent 
one. Whereas, in 2007 in the resurgence of the 
movement under the emergence of GJMM there 
witnessed the mass involvement of women. With the 
growth of education and the awareness among 
Nepali/Gorkhali women is reflected in the society as 
well as in the movement. Women of recent years 
compared to the earlier period now exhibited a better 
understanding of the movement.  In the struggle for a 
separate state of Gorkhaland witnessed the progressive 
role of women. In the Gorkhaland Movement technical 
development furthermore intensely contributed to the 
participation of women. Several means of 
communication like phone, mobile etc, along with the 
transportation availability facilitated women to 
efficiently participate in the movement making them 
competent to contact easily with others in a concerned 
area. Beside, television and media assisted them to 
access the information of program carried on by other 
members of the units. They took part enthusiastically 
in the movement as they did not want to remain 
behind. Along with men, the women were willing to 
fight for a good cause of ethnic identity and no longer 
wanted to remain as a marginal section of the society. 
The GJMM announced from its inception that the 
movement would be based on the Gandhian principle 
of non-violence. This led to the strong involvement of 
women in the movement.  
Gorkha Jan Nari Mukti Morcha 
On 18
th
 October 2007 the Gorkha Jan Nari Mukti 
Morcha (GJNMM) was formed with seven members 
as the core committee. The units of Nari Morcha began 
to be formed gradually in every part of Darjeeling 
hills, Dooars and Siliguri drawing women from the 
different levels of society. According to the party 
records at present, there are around total 340 units that 
have been formed.  
Organizational Structure of GJNMM 
The organizational structure of Gorkha Jan Nari Mukti 
Morcha is similar somewhat to the structure of the 
Gorkha Jan Mukti Morcha. There is a different 
committee at different levels of GJNMM. At top the 
core committee comprises of seven members from 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Siliguri, Kurseong, Mirik and 
Dooars. The Nari Morcha of Darjeeling wing has two 
members in the core committee and the other each has 
one member. There is a Central Committee below the 
core committee. In this committee there is no fixed 
number of members and it changes from time to time. 
Sometimes the President of the party Bimal Gurung 
makes changes in the number of members to the 
Central Committee. This Central Committee is 
followed by Mahakuma Committee. It comprises of 
President, vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
executive members, advisors and an observer. Below 
this there are shakas and prashakas. The formation of 
a shaka consists of seven to eight prashakas. 
Therefore, the members of shakas are the 
representatives of prashakas. 
Nature of Women’s Participation under GJM 
In 1986 movement for a separate state, the presence of 
women was unknown and had a sizeable number that 
did not draw much attention. The intensity in the role 
of women could be seen only on the movement under 
GJMM.  
However, from the various primary sources the nature 
of women’s participation in Gorkhaland Movement 
under the GJMM reveals many facets. The 
participation of women could be seen from various 
standpoints: as a member of GJNMM, Gorkha 
Personnel and Vidyarthi Morcha or Youth Morcha. 
The male leaders encourage the women to participate 
in the movement due to their nature which helps to 
encourage force for passive resistance, to check the 
level of violence and counter violence. As the women 
play a key role in averting the violent nature and 
course of action of the movement to a non-violent but 
effective nature of action. Therefore, to quote that 
women are used as a means to minimize the violent 
tendency of the movement would not be a mistaken. 
They believe that women by nature are patient and 
have the ability to tolerate pain and violence. Hence, 
their presence provided effectiveness to agitation 
politics. 
In 1986 during Ghising’s era the character of the 
movement was turned into a battlefield with lot of  
bloodshed all over the hill. Many women lost their 
husbands, sons and fathers. Even the male children 
were not spared. It was said that the children legs were 
cut off on the similar height of their half pant. The 
value of humanity was completely lost. There was no 
place for begging and tears. People turned into a 
barbarian. The people of the hill have lived the 
moment and had faced that trauma which one could 
hardly believe. Now the women are not in favour of 
repeating the same history of 1986. 
However, the women under GJMM have definitely 
made a progressive role. The program of GJMM have 
been carried out by women. It is recorded and 
evidently visible that the program were successful one. 
Whether it is a mass rallies, demonstrations, 
processions, protest rallies in hill subdivisions and 
parts of Dooars. The contribution of women seems 
greater extent than men in number and performance. 
The strategies of hunger strikes- indefinite or fast unto 
death and relay hunger strikes, gheraoeing of 
administrative offices and officials, social boycotting 
etc, women participated equally in all these program 
called by GJMM. 
During the ousted of Subash Ghising the women took 
the lead in gheraoing the offices of DGHC and GNLF 
officials and demanded the audit of accounts. Under 
the Ghising’s regime they were instrumental in 
exposing the amount of corruption. The mobilization 
and networking initially carried out to garner votes for 
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the singer in the reality singing entertainment program 
where one of the winner name Prashant Tamang was a 
participant, the strategy and resource was quickly 
capitalized by the Morcha leaders. It was utilized for 
the movement as well as to create nationwide publicity 
for the movement. Here too the women were seen 
enthusiastically participating in great numbers.  
On 7
th
 October to 7
th
 November, the GJMM asked the 
people to wear traditional cultural outfits. This dress 
code programme of the party was successfully carried 
out by women. It appeared as the women from 
different ages including children were excited and 
dressed in cultural outfit i.e.   Chaubandi choli, sarees. 
Besides, they sang and danced on the streets to make 
sure that the dress code was adhered to. Such cultural 
programme and cultural dress code made a profound 
impact on women and they were seen appearing in 
every programme in their cultural dress giving them a 
sense of pride of their Nepali culture. Even they made 
compulsory for other to wear the cultural dress by 
offering flowers to them.  
The role of women in the movement came into 
limelight when their rallies were attacked by the local 
people at Malbazar, Nagarkata. In January 2009, the 
already announced Dooars Abhiyan Programme by the 
Party saw the coming of approximately five thousand 
women from different parts of the hills to Gorubathan 
to participate in this programme under the GJM 
expenses. While inaugurating Gorkha-Adivashi Mela, 
Asha Gurung the wife of the GJM President Bimal 
Gurung asked for three things: Believe, Voice and 
Time from people to achieve Gorkhaland. On 16
th
 
January 2009, the women’s role in the movement as 
active participants attracted regional and national 
media when the rallies of Nari Morcha were attacked 
by the members of Adivasi Bikas Parshad, Jan 
Jagaran, Bangla Bhasa Bachao Organization, local 
people at Gurzong near Malbazar and other parts of 
Dooars. Several men and women were hospitalized for 
minor and major injuries. On the other hand, the 
Morcha Leaders suspected the Police for their fake 
role for maintaining normalcy. It was rather a strategy 
of the Police to attack the people within the movement 
and destabilize the movement and blamed that it failed 
to protect the Nari Morcha members or to check the 
opponents. Even at Siliguri the members of the 
women’s wings confronted resistance. Thus, the 
incident automatically changed the nature of women’s 
role from passive to direct participation.  
The activities of GJNMM 
(a) Relay hunger strikes and fast unto death: 
The most effective devices of GJM being 
the hunger strikes was initiated to 
pressurize the government, both central 
and state, compelling them to accept the 
various demands. Along with men the 
women largely participated in the series 
of hunger strikes. It was from 7
th
 
February 2008 the women’s wing sat 
equally with others on an indefinite 
hunger strike before District Magistrate 
Office at Darjeeling. The strike was on 
the issue of demanding the removal of 
Subhash Ghising as the caretaker of 
DGHC and opposing the Schedule Bill 
for Darjeeling district. This resulted in 
Sate government obliged to sit for a 
dialogue with GJM leaders. A secretarial 
meeting was held between the state 
government and the Morcha delegation 
where the state secretary, A.K. Deb, 
facilitated the withdrawal of indefinite 
hunger strike programmes. Again it was 
resumed more effectively from 17
th
 
February.  
          Sarmila Shah, aged 32 years a Gorkhaland 
supporter said that she would die if not     
          allowed to sit on an indefinite hunger 
strike.       
At every block development offices the indefinite 
hunger strikes were organized. In the programme the 
different wings of GJMM including Nari Morcha 
noticeably participated with much enthusiasm at all the 
places of Darjeeling district, Malbazar and Birpara 
Police Stations of Dooars. Even at Pintail village the 
indefinite hunger strikes were organized opposing the 
statement of Ashok Bhattacharya, Minister of Urban 
Development and against the Police action for 
arresting the GJM supporters attempting to sit for a 
hunger strikes at Siliguri. The Nari Morcha members 
sat for relay hunger strikes to pressurize the state 
government for a tripartite dialogue. On 11
th
 December 
2008 they also sat on hunger strikes demanding the 
administration to arrest the culprits involved in the 
Siliguri Devidanga, Dooars Kalchini and Hamiltonganj 
incidents. In Siliguri the members of GJNMM was 
beaten cruelly by the police and the local people. The 
women from different places like Darjeeling, Sonada, 
Mirik, Soureni, Kalimpong, Rangpo, Gorubathan, 
Dalgoan, Sevoke, Kalijhora, Moungpong etc sat on 
relay hunger strikes. It was noted that a huge response 
for hunger strikes were seen from the 12 year old girl 
named Kajol Sherpa to a 59 year old lady named 
Lalmati Biswa. A large numbers of girl students under 
the banner of  Jan Mukti Vidyarhathi Morcha also 
participated in the hunger strikes from Darjeeling, 
Sukhia, Pokhriabong, Kalimpong, Dilaram 
Bakgracote, Kalchini, Birpara, Madarihat and several 
other places. However, on 29
th 
January 2009, one of 
the worth mentioning programme of GJM has been the 
fast unto death hunger strike at Gorubathan. Out of 
seventeen members four women participated from the 
Dooars region.   
(b) Gherao/Dharna and Processions: the 
GJNMM organized several gherao, 
dharna and processions to accomplish 
various objectives of the party. The 
women of the Nari Morcha had been at 
the forefront to Gherao different 
administrative offices and officials, 
opposition leaders, councilors and others. 
A mass rally was organized on 7
th
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November 2007 to gherao Lal Kothi but 
the police and security officials 
obstructed them. On 16
th
 February 2008, 
the Nari Morcha initiated a gherao in 
protest against the selection process of 
the chairman of Darjeeling Municipality 
Office. The GNLF made an entry into the 
office with its fifteen commissioners for 
electing the chairman from their own 
party and refused the entry of GJM 
commissioners to the office. Thus, the 
Nari Morcha and the common people 
gheraoed the entire office. On 19
th
 
February 2008, after the  
return of Ghising from Delhi, the hill 
people gheraoed the Siliguri Pintail 
village where he was residing. Mass 
rallies were organized and every road 
was blockaded leading to Darjeeling. A 
huge protest rallies were demonstrated in 
opposing the 6
 
th Schedule status for 
Darjeeling and demanding the removal of 
caretaker Subash Ghising of DGHC. 
Beside, on June 2008 an incident took 
place when the DGHC councillor’s Dawa 
Pakhrin and Dipak Gurung residence was 
gheraoed by women. A lady name 
Pramila Sharma was killed accidently in 
this incident. The women also gheraoed 
the residence of ABGL member Madan 
Tamang for his statement against the 
functioning of GJMM. In Kurseong even 
the office of the North Bengal Inspector 
General of Police, K.L.Tamta was 
gheraoed by women in the demand of 
arrest of the culprits involved in Kalchini 
and Hamiltonganj incidents where 
women rally was attacked by anti-social 
elements. The women of Dooars also 
carried out the rail rook programme. In a 
nutshell, the women of GJNMM from the 
hill regions to plain areas initiated mass 
processions, demonstrations, rallies, 
meetings etc. It became a common 
picture of the Darjeeling district from 
2007 to 2009.  
 Mobilization Strategy  
On 27
th
 November 2008 an awareness programme was 
organized at Birpara by Central Committee members 
of GJNMM, Asha Gurung, Jyoti Subba and others. 
The effort was made for the mobilization of women 
within the fold of GJNMM. They also intend to impart 
affection towards community, culture, traditions and 
making them aware of the necessity of the movement 
and also the need for a separate state for the betterment 
of the Gorkha people. The GJNMM has been 
operating from the grassroots level with the intention 
of consolidating their support base as well as ensuring 
financial support for GJMM. The primary concern of 
GJNMM is to mobilize people on Gorkhaland issue 
irrespective of social status.            
Social Boycott 
The women of GJMM had played a significant role in 
social boycotting of the opposition leaders including 
Subhash Ghising and women leaders like MLA Shanta 
Chettri of Kurseong. The women were very active in 
compelling the leaders to leave their place of 
residence. The party relied heavily on women to carry 
out programmes of social boycott. The GNLF 
sympathizers and supporters were forced to leave their 
family and place. The women of Nari Morcha even 
asked their relatives not to keep any kind of 
relationship with the GNLF members.  
Hartal /Bandh 
The beginning of the second phase of the Gorkhaland 
movement was carried out by a series of bandhs 
initiated by the GJMM. The roles of women in these 
directions are commendable. They played a very 
successful role in making the bandh work. During the 
time of bandh the women picketed different roads and 
highways carrying the flag of GJMM and also using 
the slogans. They also stopped trains and blocked 
roads. However, the devotion and effort of the women 
made the campaigning for bandh successful. 
The women also organized the awareness programmes 
and submitted a memorandum to the Police against the 
anti-social activities. The women’s wing of Salugara 
also submitted a Letter to the Officer In Charge of 
Bhakti Nagar Police Station to take strong actions 
against anti-social elements. Since, to further the 
demand of a separate state the Nari Morcha initiated 
the Organizational Unity, Awareness Programmes and 
Cultural Programmes. 
It was also asserted that the home rule started by Bimal 
Gurung, the tax of the proposed Gorkhaland area was 
to be collected by the GJNMM. But about such role of 
the women there is no further information available. 
The GJNMM were also assigned the task of collecting 
food material from various sources for large number of 
people gathered at Gorubathan for the party 
programmes. In some cases the women were seen 
moving the essential commodities personally from one 
assigned area to another. The Nari Morcha worked as 
nurses and looked after the people participating in 
hunger strikes. 
However, the felicitation programmes were also 
organized by the GJNMM for those people who 
confronted the opponents at Dooars and Siliguri. The 
aim was to boost the morale of participants. The 
different Shakas and Prashakas of GJNMM initiated a 
program to make people aware of evil  
practices in society today. The awareness program was 
displayed along with the poster. One of the practices 
they dealt was the sale and consumption of alcohol. 
The St. Mary branch of Nari Morcha seized illegal 
liquor banning the sell and consumption of liquor 
along with the ban on Gutkas.  
Women of Nari Morcha also held meeting frequently 
all over the proposed areas of Gorkhaland. The 
GJNMM leaders exhorted all women to participate in 
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the movement. Several meetings were organized to 
develop cordial relationship between the members of 
different shakas, prashakas and town committee. On 
24
th
 July 2008, Nanita Gautam, the President of 
GJNMM said that ‘ Gorkhaland is not the demand of 
one person/individual but demand of all the people. In 
general meetings the significant attendance of the 
women were seen and the speakers were basically 
members and those holding party portfolios.  
The participation of women was visible as members of 
Vidhyathi Morcha. The girl student also sat for hunger 
strikes in Darjeeling, Kalimpong and Dooars in 
demand of second tripartite dialogue. The seven girl 
students in Bagrakote sat on hunger strike. 
The women were also visible in GLP (Gorkhaland 
Police/Personnel) providing security 24/7 which 
means they worked in different shifts. They performed 
mainly in activities like protecting environment, 
stopping the consumption or dealing of drugs, alcohol, 
gutkas, tobacco, safeguarding vehicles, security to the 
participants of the movement during rallies, meetings, 
mass gatherings and maintaining normalcy at the time 
of strikes. 
Whereas, the literary activities are concerned no such 
works has been published during the movement of the 
Gorkha women. Thus, it can be said that women 
leaders were not very much engaged in literary 
activities like publication of magazines and books. 
During the movement books have been published by 
the Gorkha women but these women were not the 
members of Central Committee of GJNMM or 
executive members. 
One should note that the tea plantation which is the 
main source of economy in both Darjeeling hills and 
the Dooars involves many women employers. The 
women remain absent from their work due to the 
ongoing movement and even their active involvement 
in the movement resulted in their salary cutoff 
affecting their family economy. Such sufferings and 
their participation in the movement are not appreciated 
by the male members of their society. Beside, the 
women are also burdened with the task of household 
chores and completion of it before leaving her house to 
attain any programme within the movement. Even in 
the time of hartals, strikes and bandh it’s her 
responsibility to make arrangement of basic needs of 
her family. The women to be a part of the movement 
first have to arrange the requirement of the family. The 
women present actively within the movement have not 
been able to break free of the gendered role 
performance. During an interview, Nanita Gautam 
member of the core committee was questioned that 
whether she felt any equality of sexes within the 
movement, she replied in positive that in an 
emergency situation as the Central Committee of 
GJMM takes all the decisions. She asserts that 
women’s participation was appreciated and 
encouraged as the leaders felt both men and women 
were the two wheels which needed to coordinate to 
make the movement a success.  
In Dooars, in the meeting of GJNMM large number of 
illiterate women was visible attaining it. Shalina 
Chetrri a member of the GJNMM wing of western 
Dooars stated that by organizing the plays and acts 
they try to make people aware of the importance of 
education of girl child especially. But the sole aim is to 
achieve Gorkhaland. She also opined in regard to the 
decision making process that the women are not 
considered mature and enlightened enough to take the 
decision. Her opinion about the participation of 
women in the movement is few are political conscious 
and others are emotional attached i.e. for the 
achievement of Gorkhaland, a bigger goal than any 
other.  
According to Laskmi Subba, another core committee 
member, felt that the socio- economic problem which 
the women have to deal with are the problems referred 
to the social organization like Sankalp, Nari Ekta etc. 
Though these organization are not associated with 
GJNMM but are greatly influenced by it. However, 
there was unanimity in one respect that the Gorkhaland 
achievement would solve all their problems. They are 
not much concerned with the problems faced by 
women of the region.    
Conclusion  
Nevertheless, the women in Gorkhaland Movement 
seems to be demanding re-evaluation of their existence 
and value by new conscience discarding age old 
traditions. They wanted to assume the feelings of 
liberty and wanted to prove themselves as a competent 
to contribute to any social or political movement 
creating a new history. Women still have not been seen 
in the position of headship and decision making. 
Within an organization the women turn out to be head 
nodders which are manipulated by dominant males. 
They have not been able to accomplish the position 
from where they can direct the movement and make 
radical decisions. Therefore, the women are aware of 
this fact and there is no objection to such trend. The 
women appeared in great number exceeding men in 
the movement. They successfully initiated the program 
of the party. But equally it is true that they have no 
role in decision making of all of these programs. The 
male leaders are the one to decide the future strategy 
of the party. Though the women leaders are invited to 
attain the meetings and give advices and suggestion 
yet their advices are not obligatory to accept. On the 
other hand the fact that revealed from the study is the 
women themselves are wholly dependent on male 
leadership in hill politics and have been initiating a 
subordinate role till date. 
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